Highland Environment Forum newsletter  22 April 2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

Suitably enough for Earth Day, I attach the report of the first year of biodiversity actions undertaken by partners in Highland Nature: Biodiversity Action Plan 2021 - 2026. The report highlights all the actions shared with me, but of course does not represent all the biodiversity actions that have happened in the Highland region. This report and the 5-year plan can be downloaded from the Forum website.

News
· Changes to marine food supply causing decline in gull numbers
· Fire service warns of extreme risk of wildfires
· £7.5m of shares sold as investors buy into new 'mass-ownership' rewilding firm in Highlands
· Protest against new Cairngorms National Park plan 

· Insight: Scotland's great Net Zero land grab 

· Successful peatland restoration on Rum nature reserve
Awards
· VIBES Scottish Environment Business Awards.Closing date 29 April 

· Nature of Scotland Awards recognise the outstanding achievements of people across the country. There are 10 categories, including the Nature and Climate Action Award. Closing date 30 May. 

· SLE Helping It Happen Awards. Closing date 5 July

Blogs
· Land Commission: Piloting Land Rights and Responsibilities Assessment: Community Landowners’ Experience 

· BSBI: The Dandelion ID bug: Tim says it’s contagious… (around 250 species!)

Research
· Why soil is a surprisingly noisy place
· RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 2022 – A golden year for Scottish finches
· Scientists listen in to protect elusive dolphins
· Beaver study reveals how they might reach the Park
Report
· Scottish Environment Link From Rhetoric to Reality: revisited
Funding
· Funding available for community tree planting, International Tree Foundation  - this and many other tree-related funds can be seen in the Community Woodlands Association April newsletter and on their website
Jobs
· NatureScot, Marine Ecology & Climate Change. Closing date 25 April

· Plantlife, Advocacy Officer - Grasslands, flexible location. Closing date 28th April

· River Spey, Nature Restoration Officer. 12-month contract. Closing date 26 April 

· RSPB Summer Ranger - Loch Ruthven. Closing date 28th April  

· Scotland’s Finest Woods – Executive Director Contract. Closing date 2 May

· Stakeholder Engagement Officer - Highland Community Waste Partnership. Closing date 2 May

· Peatland Project Manager - Abernethy and Insh Marshes. 3-year contract. Closing date 8 May

Events
April
· 28 April @09.45 - 16.00 Community Climate Action in Wester Ross Biosphere 

· 28 April @ 15.00 - 16.30 Webinar: Communities, Natural Capital and Carbon Credits 

· 28 April @ 19.30 Sea and Shore in South Skye by Roger Cottis.  Collating ROV & GoPro data to increase protection for Priority Marine Features. Contact environment@sleat.org.uk for the Zoom link.(poster attached)

May
· 1-30 May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths 

· 3 May @ 19.00 to 20.30 Birdsong Webinar with Dan Puplett

· 7 May Family Open Day at the Plock will include story-telling and story-making with Gordon MacLellan aka Creeping Toad.

· 12 May, 18:00- 19:30 Inverness Bat Group. Presentation on the ‘National Nathusius' Pipistrelle Project’ by Claudia Gebhardt (the new Scottish Officer for the Bat Conservation Trust) and AGM @ Spectrum Centre Inverness

· 14-22 of May Green Health Week: Give Nature a go! 

· 25 May @ 12.30 - 13.30: Sustainability Conversation - SSE Head of Sustainability Reporting, Centre for Sustainable Development

June
· 3 - 5 June BTO/SOC birdcamp near Haddington, East Lothian for 10 - 16 years old
And now . . . also appropriately for Earth Day I'll go and sow some veg and wildflower seeds . . .

With regards,
Caroline

Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)

T. 01381 600243

The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
